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THE HIRAM R. GALE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 
Marcu 7 (legislative day, Fepruary 25), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Murray, from the Committee on Labor and Public Welfare, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany 8S. 645] 


The Committee on Labor and Public Welfare, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 645) to provide for designation of the United States Vet- 


erans’ Administration hospital now being constructed at Seattle, 
Wash., as the Hiram R. Gale Memorial Hospital, having considered 
the same, report favorably thereon and unanimously recommend 
that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The sole purpose of the bill is to name the Veterans’ Administration 
hospital now being constructed at Seattle, Wash, in honor of Hiram R. 
Gale, who was the last surviving Washington State veteran of the 
Union Army at the time of his death on March 15, 1951. 

The following biographical material is reproduced from material 
furnished to the Honorable Warren G. Magnuson, United States 
Senator from the State of Washington, by the department adjutant 
of the American Legion, Department of Washington: 


Hiram R. Gale was born in Waterbury, Vt., November 8, 1846. In 1861, with 
his widowed mother, he went to Galesville, Wis., where he attended Gale College— 
both town and college were established by Judge George Gale, brother of Hiram’s 
father. During his stay in Galesville, Hiram also learned the printing and pub- 
lishing business in the office of the Galesville Transcript. 

On January 25, 1865, at the age of 18 years, Hiram enlisted in Company K, 
Forty-sixth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, and served, with the rank of corporal, 
until the close of the war. He served much of this time as clerk of the military 
court at Huntsville, Ala., appointed to that position by Gen. Gordon Granger. 
Hiram’s duty under arms was in patrolling a certain distance along the railway 
and guarding the railway bridge that crossed the Tennessee River near Muscle 
Shoals, where he was under fire by Confederate snipers. 

Returning to Galesville, after the war, be bought a half interest in the Gales- 
ville Transcript, which he sold out after about 5 years. He then taught two terms 
in Trempleau County schools. On August 10, 1871, he married Laura Ann Per- 
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kins, a fellow teacher. In 1873 he went to St. Paul, Minn., where he worked 2 
years on the Pioneer Press. In 1875 he bought the Republican Gazette, in Will- 
mar, Minn., which he published for 12 years. 

He visited Washington in 1887 and returned in 1889 to make his home perma- 
nently in this State. Laura Ann, his wife, had died in Willmar in 1879, leaving 
four young children, three of whom are still living. His second wife, the former 
Ida Rose Brown, accompanied him west in 1899. Locating at Allyn, Wash., 
Hiram was interested in platting the town site and in publishing the Allyn Times. 

In 1901, in company with his two sons, Charles and Edgar, Hirer established 
the Bremerton News, which he published for 20 years. During 1920 he entered 
the real-estate business in Seattle, and, also, for a few years published the Chief 
Seattle Tillicum, a commercial paper. His wife, Ida Rose, died in 1921. At the 
age of 100, the year 1946, Hiram retired from active participation in business. 

Hiram R. Gale served as commander in chief of the Grand Army of the Republic 
in 1945-46. He serv2d as commander of the Washington-Alaska department of 
the GAR in 1914—15 when there were 15,000 Civil War veterans in the State of 
Washington. Again in 1942, he was elected department commander, and has 
served in this capacity since, and will continue to do so the remainder of bis life, 
being the only remaining Civil War veteran in the State and Alaska. He has 
served in almost every office of the GAR, both nationally and in this department. 

During the past 40 vears or more, Commander Gale has devoted almost his 
entire time to patriotic work and civic betterment. He has written many columns 
in his newspapers directed to the younger generation as well as addressing them in 
the public schools. During his hundredth year, he addressed over 60 civic and 
patriotic meetings, including veterans in hospitals. 
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